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KAWAZOE Noboru documents at the National Archives of Modern Architecture,
Agency for Cultural Affairs, especially those related to SHIRAI Seiichi
KIHARA Amahiko

KAWAZOE Noboru (1926-2015) is one of the leading architectural and urban critics of the postwar era. Since his appearance
on the architectural discourse as editor-in-chief of Shinkenchiku in 1953, he has pursued various aspects of the relationship
between architecture and human life, with “Metabolism”in the 1960s and the Japan Society of Lifology efforts in the 1970s
as prominent examples.

This paper is an introduction to the “KAWAZOE Noboru Materials” currently maintained by NAMA. However, since it is difficult
to give a complete picture of this body of materials, which includes a wide variety of documents reflecting KAWAZOE's diverse
work, | will focus only on the materials related to the architect SHIRAI Seiichi, for which | have conducted a comprehensive
survey. This body of material, which includes correspondence and manuscripts, can be said to update the discussion of
postwar architectural history, or at the very least, to provide empirical support for the claims made by KAWAZOE himself,
SHIRAI, and his contemporaries.
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