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Designing Home
Masterpiece Houses fromNAMA's Collection1940-1975

The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted teleworking and changes in family life, and
the idea of home itself is also beginning to change. Our idea of home was formed
on the basis of various approaches to housing from the postwar reconstruction
period to the period of rapid economic growth in the early 1970's. Various "homes"
were conceived in response to major changes in social conditions, including the
concentration of population in cities, increasing demands for the ownership of single
family homes, the shift to nuclear families, people's desire for modern and stylish
living spaces and so on. Based on these ideas, the design of "home" have
undergone significant and diverse development since the late 1970's, and today it is
a key field that underpins Japan's architectural culture.

This exhibition organized by the National Archives of Modern Architecture (NAMA)
will focus on some of the projects that laid the groundwork for these ideas of
"home." We will feature materials from NAMA's collection that illustrate the ideas of
home from the mid-war and post-war reconstruction period to the mid-1970's,
aiming to bring back to life the exploration and development of housing in Japan in
a vivid and easy-to-understand manner.
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Chapter 1 will showcase various responses to the challenge
of incorporating design elements of modern architecture
(frame structure, pilotis, rooftop garden, free plan, atrium,
simple geometry) into the expression of traditional Japanese
wood construction.
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Chapter 2 will introduce various efforts to solve the housing
shortage in Japan during and after World War Il and
ingenious approaches to the development of housing
complexes, and explore the trajectory that has shaped the
basic framework of modern Japanese housing.
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Chapter3

Urbanizationand Creative Explorations
ofLiving Spaces
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Cities and people's lifestyles in Japan are undergoing drastic
changes due to the rapid concentration of population.
Chapter 3 will look at various explorations of the idea of
home that were conceived in response to such drastic
changes.
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1. The exhibition is organized around three themes in an easy-to-understand manner.
2. The main focus of the exhibition is original drawings, allowing visitors to appreciate
the trails of the architects' thoughts and hands.

3. The exhibits feature private residences of five prominent Japanese architects.
4. Exhibits of the special exhibition corner are changed every month, and about ten
important drawings per project are displayed. For details about the special

exhibition, please visit the website of the exhibition.
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Access
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8-min. walk from Exit 1 of Yushima Station (Tokyo Metro Chiyoda Line)
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There are two ways to enter the National Archives of Modern Architecture.
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To view the exhibition only (open on weekdays only)
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Please enter from the main gate of the Yushima Local Common

Government Offices. Admission is free. Visitors are not allowed entry into

the Tokyo Metropolitan Kyu-lwasaki-tei Gardens.
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To view both the exhibition and Kyu-lwasaki-tei Gardens
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Please enter via the Kyu-lwasaki-tei Gardens. At Kyu-lwasaki-tei, advance
reservation required with admission 400 yen. Please check the NAMA

website before your visit.
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Requirements for admission

o Use hand sanitizer and wear a mask

e Temperature check(no admission for those with
a fever or who are not feeling well)

® Registration (name and phone number)

o Maintain sufficient social distance and refrain
from talking as much as possible
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Please check the website for the latest
information.




